
The study of law in the energy industry requires, in addition to general know-
ledge of law, which is connected with the interpretation of legal norms and law 

an expert in medical law is expected to understand the connections related to 
medicine, a future expert in energy law is expected to be familiar with the termi-

absence of a correct perception of physical phenomena and contexts in the energy 
industry can lead to a wrong interpretation of the legal norm.

The basis of the word energetics is energy (from the Greek word energeia – 
a term for momentum, activity, realization energy” itself is a physical 

a controllable natural force.2

and real estate is considered a tangible thing.4

is devoted to basic physical connections related to electricity industry. The se-
cond part of the chapter is devoted to basic physical connections connected with 
the gas industry, and the last part is devoted to heat energy industry. The aim of 
this chapter is to provide an overview of those basic physical phenomena and 
physical laws, knowledge of which is essential for correct orientation in the given 
problem.

Each of us uses electricity several times a day. This achievement of modern 

remembered that the supply of almost all services of modern life depends on 
a continuous and stable supply of electricity. To illustrate, just imagine a normal 
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elevator, charge the phone, use computers. Electricity is also used in the provi-
sion of telecommunication and data services, for the functioning of the sewage 
system, for the operation of industrial enterprises, but also in transport (trams, 

-

take a closer look at the elementary physical background of the functioning of 
electricity.

through which electricity is produced and transported to end consumers. The 
 

Act on energy as “interconnected electric power facilities of the electricity pro-
ducer, the transmission system operator, the distribution system operator, the  
operator of the direct line and the owner of the electric connection, which serve 
for the production, transmission and distribution of electricity; the system also 
includes measuring, protection, control, security, information and telecommuni-
cation devices necessary for the operation of the system”. At the beginning of the 

of consumption as single-purpose devices, while such autonomous operations 
were gradually connected into interconnected units, which today we consider to 

simple connection was not possible without harmonization of system parameters 

The subsequent development of the economy required the connection of exis-

supply. This complex system of equipment consists of three main elements:
 electricity production,
 electricity transmission and distribution,
 electricity consumption.

Within the publication, we will use the terms electrical energy and electricity equally (author´s 



The theory of law discusses the sources of law in several senses: in the mate-

we will focus only on the formal sources of law in the energy sector, i.e. those 
rules of conduct that have the form of a state-recognized source of law.

the energy sector. Therefore, we consider the source of law in the energy sector to 
be a generally binding rule of conduct for legal entities and natural persons which 

as a source of law in the energy sector. However, the sources of energy law do not 
have the same legal nature, therefore it is necessary to distinguish between them. 

Republic directly sets the conditions of precedence of international treaties over 
laws. This fact must undoubtedly be considered also in the case of sources of law 
in the energy sector. For the purposes of this publication we divide sources of law 
in the energy sector into the following groups:

 legally binding acts of the European Union
 international treaties that have been ratified and promulgated in the manner 

laid down by law,
 generally binding legislation of the SR,
 final decisions of the Constitutional Court of the SR on discrepancies between 

legal acts.

a common policy area of the European Union. Therefore, we will now focus on 
the sources of the EU law that have an impact on the social relations in the energy 
sector in the Slovak Republic.

Before proceeding to the discussion of the EU legal framework in the energy 
sector, we consider it appropriate to give a brief general summary of the sources 
of the EU law. We will subsume the EU and Euratom law under the term the EU 



law. The EU law is made up of primary law and secondary law.60 Some authors 
refer to the so-called supplementary sources of law (SDEÚ case law and general 

is made up of a triad of treaties:
 TEU,
 TFEU and
 Euratom

The protocols and annexes to the treaties in question, the accession treaties 

-
sion-making process, the powers of the EU institutions and the scope of their 
activities.

case law. Unilateral acts include regulations, directives, decisions, opinions and 
recommendations.

61

“By this Treaty, the HIGH CONTRAC TING 
PARTIES62 establish among themselves a EUROPEAN UNION, hereinafter 
called ‘the Union’, on which the Member States confer competences to attain 

their will to transfer certain competences to the EU when the EU was founded. 
According to Article 4 of TEU, the competences were not transferred to the EU 

-
tation of the delegated competence; in particular, we refer to paragraph 1: “The 
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limits of Union competences are governed by the principle of conferral. The use 
of Union competences is governed by the principles of subsidiarity and propor-
tionality,” and paragraph 2 of TEU: “Under the principle of conferral, the Union 
shall act only within the limits of the competences conferred upon it by the Mem-

conferred upon the Union in the Treaties remain with the Member States.”
-

mine the manner and scope of the EU action:
 

powers as have been conferred on it by all MS and acts only within the limits 
of the powers conferred on it by the MS,

 

Treaties,
 

not fall within its exclusive competence only to the extent and when the ob-
jectives of the action envisaged cannot be sufficiently achieved by the MS at 
central level or at regional and local level, but can be better achieved at EU 
level by reason of the scale or effects of the proposed action.

as the source of the EU law in the energy sector:
 primary EU law: TEU, TFEU, Euratom,
 secondary EU law: directives, regulations, decisions,64

 

the Treaty of Lisbon, energy has been an area of common policy between the EU 
and the MS. EU law-making in the energy sector is characterized by the follo-

 significantly more direct EU law-making in the electricity and gas sectors,
 the thermal energy sector is mainly regulated by energy efficiency regulations 

and emission standards,
 the water sector is primarily focused on water protection and efficient ma-

nagement of water resources.

 

64 See subchapter 2.1.



-

sector focus.
-

tributes to the establishment and development of trans-European networks in the 
areas of transport, telecommunications, and energy infrastructures. The basic 

-
 
 

-
tion is based on the CEF Regulation, which sets out the conditions, methods and 

and to exploit potential synergies among these sectors. The CEF Regulation also 
-

 -
-

of renewables and of clean energy technologies into the energy system, continue to connect iso-
lated regions, strengthen existing cross-border interconnections and promote cooperation with 
partner countries.

 Article 1 of the CEF Regulation



Sector

Budget of the 
Connecting  

Europe Facility 
for 2021 – 2027

Transport

multimodal networks and infrastructure 
for smart, interoperable, sustainable, 
inclusive, accessible, safe and secure 
mobility, and

of transport infrastructure to improve 
both civilian and military mobility

euros

Energy

related to the further integration of an 

market, interoperability of networks 
across borders and sectors, facilitating 
the decarbonisation of the economy,  

 
ensuring security of energy supply, etc.;

energy

euros

Digital  
Technologies

related to the deployment of and access 
to safe, secure, and high-capacity digital 

the increased resilience and capacity of 
digital backbone networks in EU  
territories by linking them to neighbouring 
territories, as well as to the digitisation 
of transport and energy networks.

euros

the Connecting Europe Facility
Source: 

 


